ary crisis there are no details about external cardiac massage and no scheme for the management of a cardiac arrest, which is one of the most frequent emergencies encountered. There is also no mention of the recent work on morphine in myocardial infarction or of the value of the measurement of central venous pressure in patients with shock possibly cardiogenic in origin. Few people also would recommend chlorothiazide in the management of acute left ventricular failure. In discussing bleeding from cesophageal varices, the reader is told that 'traction is inserted on the tube'. How this is done is left to the imagination.
Probably the book would be most useful for the undergraduate student taking his first residency in casualty and, despite its limitations, it certainly merits a place on the casualty department's bookshelf.
ROGER WILLIAMS

Infectious Diseases
American Public Health Association Vital and Health Statistics Monograph by Carl C Dauer, Robert F Korns and Leonard M Schuman pp xviii +262 47s 6d Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press 1968 London: Oxford University Press At the start of the century influenza and pneumonia, gastroenteritis and diphtheria were among the main causes of death in the United States of America. Epidemics of typhoid were common, smallpox was widespread, as was malaria in the southern parts of the country. By 1960 great changes had occurred. Of the common infectious diseases only influenza and pneumonia were still in the list of the ten leading causes of death, ranking sixth as compared with first in 1900. During the period other diseases have appeared or have emerged from obscurity. Poliomyelitis does not seem to have been of major importance until the epidemic in 1916. Lethargic encephalitis was first seen about 1918. By 1930, apart from its after-effects, it had disappeared. Among the results of these changes there had been an increase of life expectancy at birth from approximately 50 years in 1900 to 70 years in 1960 but with no evidence of any increase in the life span as distinct from life expectancy. These extracts come from this monograph of the American Public Health Association. Morb-idity and mortality figures are given for many infectious diseases, excluding venereal disease and tuberculosis; they are analysed in greatest detail for the triads of years about the census year 1949-51 and 1959-61. Other information has been used when it was available. Each section on a disease or a group of diseases begins with a short history and a discussion of the factors that may have led to the changes that have been seen. The stated aim of this book is to present condensed readily available material for practitioners in the English-speaking tropics and nontropics. Infectious diseases are considered in 8 sections (bacterial, mycotic, protozoan, metazoan, spirochetal, viral, rickettsial infections and infectious diseases of unknown or doubtful etiology); in the last section, various noninfective diseases are summarized. Some chapters are excellent but unfortunately there are serious omissions. Neither tuberculosis nor trachoma are considered. In the chapter on nutritional disease there is no mention of nutritional marasmus or xerophthalmia. Glandular fever receives 7 pages, leprosy only 4 pages. No treatment for chloroquine-resistant malaria is givenquinine is stated to have been replaced mainly by other drugs (yet mepacrine receives as much coverage as chloroquine) and pyrimethamine is 'used only for prophylaxis'. Thus the single dose treatment by pyrimethamine and sulphormethoxine which has proved successful in curing chloroquine-resistant falciparum malaria is conspicuous by its absenceas is metronidazole for the treatment of amoebiasis and niridazole for guinea-worm infestation. The wide clinical spectrum of cholera and its prevention are not emphasized. In the 'immediate' treatment for snakebite, icebags are advocated; in localities where snakebite is commonthe rural tropicsit is highly unlikely that icebags would be available.
The book is of convenient size, reasonably priced, easy to handle and the print is excellent even when small. There is a need for a book such as this and doubtless the omissions will be rectified in a second edition.
